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Opening: 17.09 @8pm
Running: 18.09 - 17.10

Phoenix Athens is delighted to present the exhibition “Ipnodromio” for the artist and
writer, Arturo Desimone.

Desimone’s practice is a commentary on contemporary art in relation to Walter
Benjamin's idea : “the poem is the death mask of its conception.”

The American poet Franz Wright (1953-2015) was once asked if he agreed with Hart
Crane’s saying “the poem is the evidence of an experience” Wright, author of the
haunting poems of the collection F: Poems answered that he sooner agreed with
Walter Benjamin’s idea “the poem is the death mask of an experience” Benjamin, the
dissident writer of 1930s Germany, had actually said “the work is the death-mask of its
conception” but was referring to poetry and poetics in the broadest sense of that term.
(Experience is understood here, not in the more literal autobiographical sense)

If a critic would want to defend the libido in Arturo’s new work, such a critic would go so
far as to make the critical claim, that much contemporary work expresses a strident
denial of the death mask, or the insistence on a ripping-off of the masks in the name of
social equality; which, ironically, is the work of modern censorship campaigns. (It is not
without reason that rhinoceros appear in more than a few of his drawings)

Yet here, in Athens at the Phoenix residency the artist returns to that claim of the death
mask and perhaps to that accident or glitch of memory in which the poet Wright
spontaneously “misquoted” Benjamin’s idea, answering that “the poem is the death
mask of an experience” proving it (that experience) has transpired through the world
and the poet. This is therefore not an exhibition of masks per sé, in a time when the
world’s urban centres like Athens flood with veiled pedestrians and you, while reading
this, wear facial covering. Rather, Desimone here uses his poems and drawings as
pieces evidencing inner and outer experience (not a few of them in Greece) a search
for a living relic.
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https://poets.org/poet/franz-wright
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgB5bUHb0MY
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Eykaivia 7.09 @8pu
Aiapkeia 18.09 - 17.10

H Phoenix Athens pe xapda napouaialel Tnv €kBeon "Ipnodromio” Tou Arturo
Desimone.

O Arturo GUHMETEXEI OTO NPOYpPAMMPa PIAoEeviag kaAAITEXVWV TnG Phoenix
Athens. KaTta tn d1apkela Tng d1apgovng Tou, dnUIoUpyNnoE Wia OEIpa EPYWV
nou oupnepiAapBavel noinon kai diapopa oxedia PUe OKOMNo va oXOoAIAoEl TIG
epnelpiec Tou oTnv ABriva T6oo katd Tn didpkela 000 Kal npiv and Tnv
napapovn Tou otnv Phoenix Athens.

O Apepikavog nointng Franz Wright (1953-2015) pwTOnke kKAnoTe €av
OUM@WVOUOe Pe To pnToO Tou Hart Crane "To noinua €ival n anodei&n piag
epneipiac" O Wright, o cuyypag£ag Twv OTOIXEIWOWV NOINUATWY TNG
OUAAoYN¢ F: Poems andvTtnoe 0TI CUPNPWVOUOE e TNV 10€a Tou MnévTlapiv
"To noinua €ival n yaoka Tou Bavartou piag spneipiag" O Mnevtlapiv, o
avTippovoUVvToG ouyypapeag TnG Meppaviag Tou 1930, €ixe nel Nwg "To £€pyo
gival n pdoka Bavatou TNG CUAANWNAG Tou", aAAd ava@EpPETal oTNV noinon
unod TNV eupuTEPN €vvola auTtoU Tou O0pou . (H gunelpia yiveral katavonTn
€dw, OXI ME TNV MIO KUPIOAEKTIKA auToBloypadIkn €vvoia)

Eav évacg kpITIkOG Ba NBeAe va PIANCEI yia To VEO €pyo Tou Arturo, TOTE Ba
EQPTAVE OTO ONUEIO va KAVEI TOV KPICIKMO I0XUPICHO, NWG N ouyxpovn douA&ld
ek@padel pia €vrovn apvnon TnG ydokac¢ 8avdrou rj TNV €NIKOVA Yid Anokonn
TWV HAOK®WV OTO OVOMA TNG KOIVWVIKNAG 100TNTAG - N onoiad, €ipwVvikd, €ival
E€PYO OUYXPOVWV EKOTPATEIWV Aoyokplaiac. (unapxel AOyog Nou O PIVOKEPOG
ePQavileTal og NePICOOTEPA ano Ta oxEdIa Tou)

Katd Tn diapkeia TnG diapgovng Tou otnv Phoenix Athens, o Desimone
ENEOTPEYE OTNV £vvold TNG HAOKAc Tou BavdTou - Kal iocw¢ O auTh TN
duoAsIToupyia TNG MVAKNG KATa Tnv onoia o noinTng PaiT "eo@aApéva"
€Byale Tnv 10€a Tou MnevTtlapiv, anavTwvTag o1l "To noinua €ivai n yaoka
Tou BavaTou" piIag epnelpiac »nou anodeikVUEl TI €xEl CUUBEI oTov KOOHO Kal
TOV noinTh.

H ékBeon dev xapakTtnpileTal and Tnv Unap&n Tng Jaokag aAAa xapaktnpilel
MIa €Moxn NMou Ta AoTIKA KEVTPA TOU KOOHOU, Onwc n ABriva, nAnupupilouv
pe neloUG Nou popouv paoka onwe Kal €0ic nou To diaBadlete auto. O
Desimone XpnOoIJonoIEl Ta NoINPATa Kal Ta oX€01a TOU WG KOWKATIA Mou
anodelkvUOUV TNV E0WTEPIKN Kal EEWTEPIKN EUNEIpia Tou oTnv ABnva, wg
avalntnon evoc (wvTavou KeIPnAiou.
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